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1. SUMMARY: The Tripura and West Bengal state governments are on 
heightened alert to respond to an H5N1 avian influenza outbreak, 
given the recent outbreaks in Bangladesh. To date, authorities 
have not detected any incidents of H5N1 infection in Tripura or 
West Bengal in the past three months. If the Bangladesh outbreak 
does spread to Tripura and West Bengal, it is uncertain if the 
India-Bangladesh joint combat mechanism will be effective to 
combat an outbreak. END SUMMARY. 


72. On October 19, 2008, the Government of Bangladesh (GOB) 
reported that H5N1 Avian Influenza (AI) virus had been detected 
in Bangladesh district of Naogaon (Reftel C). This district is 
located close to West Bengal's Malda, Murshidabad and South 
Dinajpur districts. A week later, media reported unusual poultry 
mortality in Bangladesh's Sylhet, Habigunj and Srimangal 
districts, which are adjacent to West Tripura and Dhalai 
districts in the Indian state of Tripura. Contacts in the 
governments of West Bengal and Tripura told EconFSN that no H5N1 
outbreaks have been reported in either state in the past three 
months. 


913. Contacts in Tripura told EconFSN that the Tripura state 
government came to know about Bangladesh's latest round of 
unusual poultry mortality from media reports and alerted the 
Indian Border Security Force (BSF) to increase their vigilance 
along the 500-mile international border which the state shares 
with Bangladesh. According to these contacts, BSF is monitoring 
the livestock traffic across the border. Tripura Principal 
Secretary for the Animal Resources Department Dr. U. 
Venkateswarlu confirmed the mortality incident in Bangladesh and 
told EconFSN that he is preparing for a response in case there 
is an H5N1 outbreak in Tripura although he received no official 
communication from Government of India in this regard. 


74. Contacts told EconFSN that the West Bengal Government also 
learnt about the October 2008 outbreak in Bangladesh's Naogaon 
area from media reports. Malda, Mushidabad and South Dinajpur 
are Naogaon's adjacent districts in West Bengal although the 
actual area of the Naogaon outbreak seems between 30-40 miles 
from the nearest India-Bangladesh border. To date, the GOI has 
not notified West Bengal's Animal Resource Development 


Department and any AI outbreaks and, therefore, the GOWB has not 
trigger any AI response. 


45. In June 2008, government officials from both India and 
Bangladesh met in Dhaka and set up a bilateral mechanism to 
combat avian influenza. The attendees agreed to report avian 
influenza outbreaks to the respective central government 
ministries. As per the agreement, Bangladesh government will 
inform the relevant Government of India office (Department of 
Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Ministry of Agriculture) through 
the Indian Ministry of External Affairs. GOI will then pass on 
the information through relevant channels. If this information 
sharing is taking place, it appears that it is not being passed 
to the state government officials responsible for providing 
immediate response to an outbreak. 


96. COMMENT: While the state governments of Tripura and West 
Bengal appear better prepared for an H5N1 AI outbreak than in 
the past, the bilateral combat mechanism established by India 
and Bangladesh does not appear to be working at the state level 
in India. This could lead to a delayed response if a serious 
H5N1 outbreak occurs. END COMMENT. 
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